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OREGON IN 1863 

Ss Thomas W.Pnaeh 
One of my books is Bancroft's (San Francisco) Hand Book 
Almanac for the Pacific States for 1863 — a half century ago. 
It is not, perhaps, a rare or valuable volume, but to those in- 
terested in "old Oregon" it is entertaining and pleasant — a re- 
minder of days when people and things on the North Pacific 
Coast were young and new. To the readers of the Oregon 
Historical Quarterly the mere mention of the names therein 
contained will be good, while comparison of the statistical facts 
and figures of those days with like statements of these days 
will be instructive and grateful. It. is impossible to tell 
how many people were in Oregon fifty years ago, 
but, judging by the numbers found by the census taken 
in 1860 and 1870, it may be safely assumed that the 
number was about sixty-five thousand, or about one-fourth the 
number to be found this year in the city of Portland alone, a 
city that then contained about four thousand inhabitants. While 
all parts of the state have increased in population, trade and 
wealth, no one will pretend, of course, that other parts have 
kept up in the race with Portland. Gold had been discovered 
in Washington Territory in 1860-1-2, and so many men had 
gone to seek it that in 1863 Congress created the Territory of 
Idaho, including those parts of Washington in which the gold 
had been found. Following these discoveries, gold was found 
in Eastern Oregon. As one of many results of these gold finds 
several thousand people, mostly men, planted themselves in 
that part of the State east of the Cascade Mountains. They 
liked the country and were there to stay. They demanded 
political recognition from the Legislature, and in consequence 
the counties of Baker and Umatilla were created, these, with 
Wasco, being the three counties in the eastern half of the 
State in 1863. Baker and Umatilla were then so new, how- 
ever, that they do not appear in the Almanac as possessed of 
settlements and governments as complete as those of the older 
counties. 
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In 1863 Addison C. Gibbs was Governor of Oregon. He had 
six predecessors, dating back to 1845, namely : George Aber- 
nethy, Joseph Lane, John P. Gaines, John W. Davis, George 
L. Curry and John Whiteaker. Other State officers were 
Samuel E. May, Secretary of State ; Edwin N. Cooke, Treas- 
urer ; Asahel Bush, Printer, and P. S. Knight, Librarian. Elec- 
tions were held in June, and State officers chosen for four 
years. In 1862 the people had voted on location of the State 
capital, Salem getting 3213 votes, Eugene 1921, Corvallis 1798, 
and all other places 427. The vote was indecisive, as no place 
had a majority. 

James W. Nesmith and Benjamin F. Harding were U. S. 
Senators, and John R. McBride Representative in Congress. 

P. P. Prim, R. E. Stratton, Reuben P. Boise, E. D. Shattuck 
and J. G. Wilson were the five circuit judges, and they also 
constituted the Supreme Court. In each district was a prose- 
cuting attorney. The first and fifth districts each included three 
counties ; the second, third a'nd fourth, five counties each. The 
district attorneys were James F. Gazley, A. J. Thayer, Rufus 
Mallory, William Carey Johnson and C. R. Meigs. 

The State militia was then headed by Major General Joel 
Palmer, Brigadier General Orlando Humason, Brigadier Gen- 
eral Elisha L. Applegate, Judge Advocate Richard Williams, 
and Surgeon General Ralph Wilcox. Aides' to the commander- 
in-chief were A. G. Hovey, John H. Mitchell, David P. Thomp- 
son and L. W. Powell. The writer believes these men consti- 
tuted the entire militia force of the state. 

The United States was represented by Matthew P. Deady, 
district judge ; Shubrick Norris, clerk; Wm. L. Adams, customs 
collector at Astoria ; Edwin P. Drew, collector at Umpqua, and 
William Tichenor, collector at Port Orford ; Byron S. Pengra, 
surveyor general at Eugene ; W. A. Starkweather, register, and 
W. T. Matlock, receiver, of the land office at Oregon City; 
John Kelly, register, and George E. Briggs, receiver, of the 
land office at Roseburg; Wm. H. Rector, superintendent of 
Indian affairs, and T. McF. Patton, clerk, at Salem; Wm. 
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Logan, Indian agent at Warm Springs reservation; T. W. 
Davenport, at Umatilla; James B. Condon, at Grand Ronde; 
Benjamin R. Riddle at Siletz; Lewis Brooks at Alsea, and 
Amos D. Rogers at Klamath. 

General George Wright at San Francisco was in command 
of the military on the Pacific Coast, but General Benjamin 
Alvord, at Fort Vancouver, under Wright, was in charge of 
operations, posts and men in Oregon and Washington. 

At Cape Hancock and Toke Point were Oregon's only two 
lighthouses. In the State were one hundred and fourteen post- 
offices. 

The State Treasurer reported April 22d, 1862, that he had 
$3,899 in hand September 8th, 1860, but that since he had re- 
ceived $89,707. He had disbursed $54,472, and there was on 
hand at date of report $39,134. These figures seemed large 
then, but now, when they are exceeded frequently in a single 
week, they are very small. 

The State Senate consisted of sixteen members, and the 
House of Representatives of thirty-four. Those belonging 
to the two bodies were : 

Senate — D. W. Ballard, Wilson Bowlby, C. E. Chrisman, 
Bartlett Curl, J. W. Drew, Solomon Fitzhugh, William Green- 
wood, John W. Grim, D. S. Holton, A. G. Hovey, James K. 
Kelly, John R. McBride* John H. Mitchell, James Munroe, 
William Taylor and Jacob Wagner. Wilson Bowlby was pres- 
ident, and Samuel A. Clarke, chief clerk. 

House — Lindsay Applegate, C. P. Blair, H. M. Brown, F. 
A. Collard, E. W. Conyers, John Cummins, A. J. Dufur, Joseph 
Engle, James D. Fay, P. W. Gillette, J. D. Haines, A. A. 
Hemenway, Orlando Humason, J. T. Kerns, Rufus Mallory, 
V. S. McClure, Wm. M. McCoy, A. A. McCully, John Minto, 
I. R. Moores, Joel Palmer, Maxwell Ramsby, C. A. Reed, G. 
W. Richardson, Ben Simpson, John Smith, Archibald Steven- 
son, S. D. Van Dyke, P. Wasserman, James Watson, Ralph 
Wilcox, M. Wilkins, W. H. Wilson and A. M. Witham. Joel 
Palmer was speaker, and S. T. Church, chief clerk. 
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The Legislature represented by these men was the twenty- 
third in Oregon's history, or the twenty-third session was held 
by them, dating back to May 16th, 1843, there being ten ses- 
sions under the Provisional Government, ten under the Terri- 
torial Government, and three under the State. 

The twenty-one counties of Oregon by name, county seat 
and statistically, showed up a half century ago as follows : 

Population, Voters, Taxable 

Counties, County Seat — 1860. 1861. property. 

Baker, Auburn 

Benton, Corvallis 3,074 748 $ 1,293,047 

Clackamas, Oregon City 3,466 909 1,403,539 

Clatsop, Astoria 498 135 214,277 

Columbia, St. Helens 533 124 244,273 

Coos, Empire City 384 201 164,523 

Curry, Ellensburg 393 164 201,641 

Douglas, Roseburg 3,264 1,134 1,398,752 

Jackson, Jacksonville 3,736 1,564 2,082,385 

Josephine, Kerbyville 1,622 833 628,982 

Lane, Eugene City 4,780 1,170 2,297,375 

Linn, Albany 6,772 1,567 2,447,557 

Marion, Salem 7,088 1,766 2,784,068 

Multnomah, Portland 4,150 1,381 2,789,804 

Polk, Dallas 3,625 810 1,828,470 

Tillamook, 95 32 21,358 

Umatilla, 

Umpqua, Yoncalla 1,250 298 611,798 

Wasco, Dalles 1,689 573 750,400 

Washington, Hillsboro 2,801 632 1,044,760 

Yamhill, Lafayette 3,245 857 1,679,942 

52,464 14,898 $23,886,951 



